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MEMORANDUN, FOR: Secretary of Cefense

SUBJECT : Responsibiity for Overfiighta of
enled Arene

is With the inception >f the U-l program for the everflizbt
of denied aveas in 195, it was docided by higheat authority
that CIA would be respomrible {or sugh operations, Since that
tizie CIA has conducted 372 evarflighis over the Soviet Unien,
Cornrrunist China, European Satellites, the Middie Zust,
Southeast Asia including the Sine-indian border and Indonesia,
This program has been tonducted with the loss of enly

Powers' flight ovar Soviet Russial

The alreralt overllight pragram vas suppiemeanted In (581 by

satellite recommaissance which was until racently also wader
the aperatiocnal control of Cla.

2. The only £ deviastions fre:r this procedure of ClA comtrol
during the 7 years in which the prograc has been active have
been the high and low-level everilights over Cuba beginning
in Octobor 1962 when these betnne avert oporations and

These twa programs bave beon under
] ".‘ 3 * N

3. The direction of these operations has been carried gut
by a small group of highly experienced Air Force officers
and CIA civilisas using an opsrations center in ClA Headouarters.
This group has direct aad extra:zaly rapic and securs
corzununications te the uaits in thaes fleki, whether thoy are
based at Edwards, the hoire duse of the CIA U~2 unit, or at
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a wics variety of depleyiuant bases overseas. [n accordance
with agreements worked sut with the 1% an. the Alr Farce,
it has been possible to ebtaln vary rapis niiitary support for
these operatioms using streacalined srocedares. As s
conssquence, it has besn poselble to earry out operations in
response to regquirements deveiopew »y USL3 snd approved by
the Special Croup and highe st anthority rapidly snd in a highly
secure anner which also provides & degree of pnlaasible
denial to the United States Goversr eal, The importance of
the intelligence which has been acquirsd by thess aperations
over ths past seven years cannot bo 3versriphasised.

4. In developing the sresent NEis A ress.ent, it was cieariy
understood and so stated in parsgraa: 111 7. that the HRO
would irmake maximuain use of the appropriste techaical and
operational capablilities sud rascerces of tae DOD and ClA,
The placerment of the JRC in contral uf operations for the NRO
does 8ot appear consistaat with tha ¢ axim e~ ase of CIA
resgurces. A mord appropriste sysie . would appesr to
involve assigning the responsibility to the JRC ag it presently :
axists for control of vvarflighte suitable for ;eilitary cosmtrol !
as are presently agrees botween the 1.Cl and the Secretary of
Defense. Similarly, the presest assign: ent of responsibility |
for control of all covert overflighis should be contiaued with
the CIA waing its present (nethd of spevation. These two
programs could then be v omitored gac co-ordinated by & very
sxxall group in the NERD Braff,
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